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How does God get a nation’s attention? 
 

Amos 4 

6 “I brought hunger to every city 
    and famine to every town. 
But still you would not return to me,” 
    says the LORD. 
7 “I kept the rain from falling 
    when your crops needed it the most. 
I sent rain on one town 
    but withheld it from another. 
Rain fell on one field, 
    while another field withered away. 
8 People staggered from town to town looking for water, 
    but there was never enough. 
But still you would not return to me,” 
    says the LORD. 
9 “I struck your farms and vineyards with blight and mildew. 
    Locusts devoured all your fig and olive trees. 
But still you would not return to me,” 
    says the LORD. 
10 “I sent plagues on you 
    like the plagues I sent on Egypt long ago. 
I killed your young men in war 
    and led all your horses away. 
    The stench of death filled the air! 
But still you would not return to me,” 
    says the LORD. 
11 “I destroyed some of your cities, 
    as I destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Those of you who survived 
    were like charred sticks pulled from a fire. 
But still you would not return to me,” 
    says the LORD. 
12 “Therefore, I will bring upon you all the disasters I have announced. 
    Prepare to meet your God in judgment, you people of Israel!” 
13 For the LORD is the one who shaped the mountains, 
    stirs up the winds, and reveals his thoughts to mankind. 
He turns the light of dawn into darkness 
    and treads on the heights of the earth. 
    The LORD God of Heaven’s Armies is his name! 
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How should a nation respond? 
 
Joel 1: 13 Dress yourselves in burlap and weep, you priests! 
    Wail, you who serve before the altar! 
Come, spend the night in burlap, 
    you ministers of my God. 
For there is no grain or wine 
    to offer at the Temple of your God. 
14 Announce a time of fasting; 
    call the people together for a solemn meeting. 
Bring the leaders 
    and all the people of the land 
into the Temple of the LORD your God, 
    and cry out to him there. 
15 The day of the LORD is near, 
    the day when destruction comes from the Almighty. 
    How terrible that day will be! 
 

A Call to Repentance 

Joel 2: 
12 That is why the LORD says, 
    “Turn to me now, while there is time. 
Give me your hearts. 
    Come with fasting, weeping, and mourning. 
13 Don’t tear your clothing in your grief, 
    but tear your hearts instead.” 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is merciful and compassionate, 
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 
    He is eager to relent and not punish. 
14 Who knows? Perhaps he will give you a reprieve, 
    sending you a blessing instead of this curse. 
Perhaps you will be able to offer grain and wine 
    to the LORD your God as before. 
15 Blow the ram’s horn in Jerusalem! 
    Announce a time of fasting; 
call the people together 
    for a solemn meeting. 
16 Gather all the people— 
    the elders, the children, and even the babies. 
Call the bridegroom from his quarters 
    and the bride from her private room. 
17 Let the priests, who minister in the LORD’s presence, 
    stand and weep between the entry room to the Temple and the altar. 
Let them pray, “Spare your people, LORD! 
    Don’t let your special possession become an object of mockery. 
Don’t let them become a joke for unbelieving foreigners who say, 
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    ‘Has the God of Israel left them?’” 
 
 

 

A look at past revivals 
Exodus 2:23-25 

23 Years passed, and the king of Egypt died. But the Israelites continued to groan 
under their burden of slavery. They cried out for help, and their cry rose up to God. 24 
God heard their groaning, and he remembered his covenant promise to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 25 He looked down on the people of Israel and knew it was time to 
act. 

Judges 3 
 
7 The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight. They forgot about the LORD their God, and 
they served the images of Baal and the Asherah poles. 8 Then the LORD burned with 
anger against Israel, and he turned them over to King Cushan-rishathaim of 
Aram-naharaim. And the Israelites served Cushan-rishathaim for eight years. 

9 But when the people of Israel cried out to the LORD for help, the LORD raised up a 
rescuer to save them. His name was Othniel, the son of Caleb’s younger brother, 
Kenaz. 10 The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he became Israel’s judge. He 
went to war against King Cushan-rishathaim of Aram, and the LORD gave Othniel 
victory over him. 11 So there was peace in the land for forty years. Then Othniel son of 
Kenaz died. 

Judges 3 
12 Once again the Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight, and the LORD gave King Eglon of 
Moab control over Israel because of their evil.  
 
Judges 4: 

4 After Ehud’s death, the Israelites again did evil in the LORD’s sight. 2 So theLORD 
turned them over to King Jabin of Hazor, a Canaanite king. The commander of his 
army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-haggoyim. 

 

Judges 6 The Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight. So the LORD handed them over 
to the Midianites for seven years. 2 The Midianites were so cruel that the Israelites 
made hiding places for themselves in the mountains, caves, and strongholds.3 

Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, marauders from Midian, Amalek, and the 
people of the east would attack Israel, 4 camping in the land and destroying crops as 
far away as Gaza. They left the Israelites with nothing to eat, taking all the sheep, 
goats, cattle, and donkeys. 5 These enemy hordes, coming with their livestock and 
tents, were as thick as locusts; they arrived on droves of camels too numerous to 
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count. And they stayed until the land was stripped bare. 6 So Israel was reduced to 
starvation by the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help. 

7 When they cried out to the LORD because of Midian, 8 the LORD sent a prophet to the 
Israelites. He said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up 
out of slavery in Egypt. 9 I rescued you from the Egyptians and from all who 
oppressed you. I drove out your enemies and gave you their land.10 I told you, ‘I am 
the LORD your God. You must not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 
now live.’ But you have not listened to me.” 

11 Then the angel of the LORD came and sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which 
belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at 
the bottom of a winepress to hide the grain from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the 
LORD appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero, the LORD is with you!” 

13 “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? And 
where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn’t they say, ‘The LORD 
brought us up out of Egypt’? But now the LORD has abandoned us and handed us over 
to the Midianites.” 

14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have, and rescue 
Israel from the Midianites. I am sending you!” 

15 “But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can I rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the 
whole tribe of Manasseh, and I am the least in my entire family!” 

16 The LORD said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if 
you were fighting against one man.” 
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2 Chronicles 7 

11 So Solomon finished the Temple of the LORD, as well as the royal palace. He 
completed everything he had planned to do in the construction of the Temple and the 
palace. 12 Then one night the LORD appeared to Solomon and said, 

“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this Temple as the place for making 
sacrifices. 13 At times I might shut up the heavens so that no rain falls, or command 
grasshoppers to devour your crops, or send plagues among you. 14 Then if my 
people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sins and restore their land. 15 My eyes will be open and my ears attentive to every 
prayer made in this place.16 For I have chosen this Temple and set it apart to be 
holy—a place where my name will be honored forever. I will always watch over it, 
for it is dear to my heart. 

2 Chronicles 29 (Hezekiah) 

29 Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he became the king of Judah, and he 
reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother was Abijah, the daughter of 
Zechariah. 2 He did what was pleasing in the LORD’s sight, just as his ancestor David 
had done. 

3 In the very first month of the first year of his reign, Hezekiah reopened the doors of 
the Temple of the LORD and repaired them. 4 He summoned the priests and Levites to 
meet him at the courtyard east of the Temple. 5 He said to them, “Listen to me, you 
Levites! Purify yourselves, and purify the Temple of theLORD, the God of your 
ancestors. Remove all the defiled things from the sanctuary. 6 Our ancestors were 
unfaithful and did what was evil in the sight of the LORD our God. They abandoned the 
LORD and his dwelling place; they turned their backs on him. 7 They also shut the doors 
to the Temple’s entry room, and they snuffed out the lamps. They stopped burning 
incense and presenting burnt offerings at the sanctuary of the God of Israel. 

8 “That is why the LORD’s anger has fallen upon Judah and Jerusalem. He has made 
them an object of dread, horror, and ridicule, as you can see with your own eyes. 9 
Because of this, our fathers have been killed in battle, and our sons and daughters 
and wives have been captured. 10 But now I will make a covenant with the LORD, the 
God of Israel, so that his fierce anger will turn away from us. 11 My sons, do not 
neglect your duties any longer! The LORD has chosen you to stand in his presence, to 
minister to him, and to lead the people in worship and present offerings to him.” 

 

Ahaz, the previous king: 

2 Chronicles 28 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he 
reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. He did not do what was pleasing in the sight of 
the LORD, as his ancestor David had done. 2 Instead, he followed the example of the 
kings of Israel. He cast metal images for the worship of Baal. 3 He offered sacrifices in 
the valley of Ben-Hinnom, even sacrificing his own sons in the fire.In this way, he 
followed the detestable practices of the pagan nations the LORDhad driven from the 
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land ahead of the Israelites. 4 He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the pagan 
shrines and on the hills and under every green tree. 

5 Because of all this, the LORD his God allowed the king of Aram to defeat Ahaz and to 
exile large numbers of his people to Damascus. The armies of the king of Israel also 
defeated Ahaz and inflicted many casualties on his army. 6 In a single day Pekah son 
of Remaliah, Israel’s king, killed 120,000 of Judah’s troops, all of them experienced 
warriors, because they had abandoned the LORD, the God of their ancestors. 7 Then 
Zicri, a warrior from Ephraim, killed Maaseiah, the king’s son; Azrikam, the king’s 
palace commander; and Elkanah, the king’s second-in-command. 8 The armies of 
Israel captured 200,000 women and children from Judah and seized tremendous 
amounts of plunder, which they took back to Samaria. 

2 Chronicles 29 (Hezekiah) 

35 … So the Temple of the LORD was restored to service. 36 And Hezekiah and all the 
people rejoiced because of what God had done for the people, for everything had 
been accomplished so quickly. 

 

2 Chronicles 30 (Hezekiah)  

30 King Hezekiah now sent word to all Israel and Judah, and he wrote letters of 
invitation to the people of Ephraim and Manasseh. He asked everyone to come to the 
Temple of the LORD at Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover of theLORD, the God of 
Israel. 2 The king, his officials, and all the community of Jerusalem decided to 
celebrate Passover a month later than usual. 3 They were unable to celebrate it at the 
prescribed time because not enough priests could be purified by then, and the people 
had not yet assembled at Jerusalem. 

4 This plan for keeping the Passover seemed right to the king and all the people. 5 So 
they sent a proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beersheba in the south to Dan in 
the north, inviting everyone to come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover of the 
LORD, the God of Israel. The people had not been celebrating it in great numbers as 
required in the Law. 

6 At the king’s command, runners were sent throughout Israel and Judah. They carried 
letters that said: 

“O people of Israel, return to the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, so 
that he will return to the few of us who have survived the conquest of the Assyrian 
kings. 7 Do not be like your ancestors and relatives who abandoned the LORD, the 
God of their ancestors, and became an object of derision, as you yourselves can 
see. 8 Do not be stubborn, as they were, but submit yourselves to the LORD. Come to 
his Temple, which he has set apart as holy forever. Worship the LORD your God so 
that his fierce anger will turn away from you. 

9 “For if you return to the LORD, your relatives and your children will be treated 
mercifully by their captors, and they will be able to return to this land. For the LORD 
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your God is gracious and merciful. If you return to him, he will not continue to turn 
his face from you.” 

10 The runners went from town to town throughout Ephraim and Manasseh and as far 
as the territory of Zebulun. But most of the people just laughed at the runners and 
made fun of them. 11 However, some people from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun 
humbled themselves and went to Jerusalem. 

12 At the same time, God’s hand was on the people in the land of Judah, giving them 
all one heart to obey the orders of the king and his officials, who were following the 
word of the LORD. 13 So a huge crowd assembled at Jerusalem in midspring to 
celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 14 They set to work and removed the 
pagan altars from Jerusalem. They took away all the incense altars and threw them 
into the Kidron Valley. 

15 On the fourteenth day of the second month, one month later than usual, the people 
slaughtered the Passover lamb. This shamed the priests and Levites, so they purified 
themselves and brought burnt offerings to the Temple of the LORD.16 Then they took 
their places at the Temple as prescribed in the Law of Moses, the man of God. The 
Levites brought the sacrificial blood to the priests, who then sprinkled it on the altar. 

17 Since many of the people had not purified themselves, the Levites had to slaughter 
their Passover lamb for them, to set them apart for the LORD. 18 Most of those who 
came from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun had not purified themselves. 
But King Hezekiah prayed for them, and they were allowed to eat the Passover meal 
anyway, even though this was contrary to the requirements of the Law. For Hezekiah 
said, “May the LORD, who is good, pardon those 19 who decide to follow the LORD, the 
God of their ancestors, even though they are not properly cleansed for the 
ceremony.” 20 And the LORD listened to Hezekiah’s prayer and healed the people. 

21 So the people of Israel who were present in Jerusalem joyously celebrated the 
Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days. Each day the Levites and priests sang to 
the LORD, accompanied by loud instruments. 22 Hezekiah encouraged all the Levites 
regarding the skill they displayed as they served the LORD. The celebration continued 
for seven days. Peace offerings were sacrificed, and the people gave thanks to the 
LORD, the God of their ancestors. 

23 The entire assembly then decided to continue the festival another seven days, so 
they celebrated joyfully for another week. 24 King Hezekiah gave the people 1,000 
bulls and 7,000 sheep and goats for offerings, and the officials donated 1,000 bulls 
and 10,000 sheep and goats. Meanwhile, many more priests purified themselves. 

25 The entire assembly of Judah rejoiced, including the priests, the Levites, all who 
came from the land of Israel, the foreigners who came to the festival, and all those 
who lived in Judah. 26 There was great joy in the city, for Jerusalem had not seen a 
celebration like this one since the days of Solomon, King David’s son. 27 Then the 
priests and Levites stood and blessed the people, and God heard their prayer from his 
holy dwelling in heaven. 

2 Chronicles 34 (Josiah) 

14 While they were bringing out the money collected at the LORD’s Temple, Hilkiah the 
priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD that was written by Moses. 15 Hilkiah said 
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to Shaphan the court secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the LORD’s 
Temple!” Then Hilkiah gave the scroll to Shaphan. 

16 Shaphan took the scroll to the king and reported, “Your officials are doing 
everything they were assigned to do. 17 The money that was collected at the Temple 
of the LORD has been turned over to the supervisors and workmen.”18 Shaphan also 
told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a scroll.” So Shaphan read it to the 
king. 

19 When the king heard what was written in the Law, he tore his clothes in despair. 20 
Then he gave these orders to Hilkiah, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Acbor son of Micaiah, 
Shaphan the court secretary, and Asaiah the king’s personal adviser: 21 “Go to the 
Temple and speak to the LORD for me and for all the remnant of Israel and Judah. 
Inquire about the words written in the scroll that has been found. For the LORD’s great 
anger has been poured out on us because our ancestors have not obeyed the word of 
the LORD. We have not been doing everything this scroll says we must do.” 

22 So Hilkiah and the other men went to the New Quarter of Jerusalem to consult with 
the prophet Huldah. She was the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, the 
keeper of the Temple wardrobe. 

23 She said to them, “The LORD, the God of Israel, has spoken! Go back and tell the 
man who sent you, 24 ‘This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this 
city and its people. All the curses written in the scroll that was read to the king of 
Judah will come true. 25 For my people have abandoned me and offered sacrifices to 
pagan gods, and I am very angry with them for everything they have done. My anger 
will be poured out on this place, and it will not be quenched.’ 

26 “But go to the king of Judah who sent you to seek the LORD and tell him: ‘This is 
what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the message you have just heard: 27 
You were sorry and humbled yourself before God when you heard his words against 
this city and its people. You humbled yourself and tore your clothing in despair and 
wept before me in repentance. And I have indeed heard you, says the LORD. 28 So I will 
not send the promised disaster until after you have died and been buried in peace. 
You yourself will not see the disaster I am going to bring on this city and its people.’” 

Daniel 9 It was the first year of the reign of Darius the Mede, the son of Ahasuerus, 
who became king of the Babylonians. 2 During the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 
learned from reading the word of the LORD, as revealed to Jeremiah the prophet, that 
Jerusalem must lie desolate for seventy years. 3 So I turned to the Lord God and 
pleaded with him in prayer and fasting. I also wore rough burlap and sprinkled myself 
with ashes. 

4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: 

“O Lord, you are a great and awesome God! You always fulfill your covenant and 
keep your promises of unfailing love to those who love you and obey your 
commands. 5 But we have sinned and done wrong. We have rebelled against you 
and scorned your commands and regulations. 6 We have refused to listen to your 
servants the prophets, who spoke on your authority to our kings and princes and 
ancestors and to all the people of the land. 
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7 “Lord, you are in the right; but as you see, our faces are covered with shame. This 
is true of all of us, including the people of Judah and Jerusalem and all Israel, 
scattered near and far, wherever you have driven us because of our disloyalty to 
you. 8 O LORD, we and our kings, princes, and ancestors are covered with shame 
because we have sinned against you. 9 But the Lord our God is merciful and 
forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him.10 We have not obeyed the LORD 
our God, for we have not followed the instructions he gave us through his servants 
the prophets. 11 All Israel has disobeyed your instruction and turned away, refusing 
to listen to your voice. 

“So now the solemn curses and judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant 
of God, have been poured down on us because of our sin. 12 You have kept your 
word and done to us and our rulers exactly as you warned. Never has there been 
such a disaster as happened in Jerusalem. 13 Every curse written against us in the 
Law of Moses has come true. Yet we have refused to seek mercy from the LORD our 
God by turning from our sins and recognizing his truth. 14 Therefore, the LORD has 
brought upon us the disaster he prepared. The LORD our God was right to do all of 
these things, for we did not obey him. 

15 “O Lord our God, you brought lasting honor to your name by rescuing your people 
from Egypt in a great display of power. But we have sinned and are full of 
wickedness. 16 In view of all your faithful mercies, Lord, please turn your furious 
anger away from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain. All the neighboring 
nations mock Jerusalem and your people because of our sins and the sins of our 
ancestors. 

17 “O our God, hear your servant’s prayer! Listen as I plead. For your own sake, 
Lord, smile again on your desolate sanctuary. 

18 “O my God, lean down and listen to me. Open your eyes and see our despair. See 
how your city—the city that bears your name—lies in ruins. We make this plea, not 
because we deserve help, but because of your mercy. 

19 “O Lord, hear. O Lord, forgive. O Lord, listen and act! For your own sake, do not 
delay, O my God, for your people and your city bear your name.” 

Jonah 3  

3 Then the LORD spoke to Jonah a second time: 2 “Get up and go to the great city of 
Nineveh, and deliver the message I have given you.” 

3 This time Jonah obeyed the LORD’s command and went to Nineveh, a city so large 
that it took three days to see it all. 4 On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted to 
the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!”5 The people of Nineveh 
believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the least, they declared a fast and 
put on burlap to show their sorrow. 

6 When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was saying, he stepped down from his 
throne and took off his royal robes. He dressed himself in burlap and sat on a heap of 
ashes. 7 Then the king and his nobles sent this decree throughout the city: 
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“No one, not even the animals from your herds and flocks, may eat or drink 
anything at all. 8 People and animals alike must wear garments of mourning, and 
everyone must pray earnestly to God. They must turn from their evil ways and stop 
all their violence. 9 Who can tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and 
hold back his fierce anger from destroying us.” 

10 When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, 
he changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened. 

The current state of our nation 

Revelation 3: 14 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the 
message from the one who is the Amen—the faithful and true witness, the beginning 
of God’s new creation: 

15 “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you 
were one or the other! 16 But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! 17 You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I 
want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that you are wretched and 
miserable and poor and blind and naked. 18 So I advise you to buy gold from 
me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white 
garments from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for 
your eyes so you will be able to see. 19 I correct and discipline everyone I love. So 
be diligent and turn from your indifference. 

20 “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I 
will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. 21 Those who are 
victorious will sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my 
Father on his throne. 

22 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is 
saying to the churches.” 

 

New Testament Revival 

A look at the “ideal” Church 

Acts 4: 32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what 
they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had. 33 The apostles 
testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was 
upon them all. 34 There were no needy people among them, because those who owned 
land or houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those 
in need. 

36 For instance, there was Joseph, the one the apostles nicknamed Barnabas (which 
means “Son of Encouragement”). He was from the tribe of Levi and came from the 
island of Cyprus. 37 He sold a field he owned and brought the money to the apostles. 
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Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 

How do we cleanse our temple? 

1 Corinthians 6: 19-20  

19 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you 
and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you 
with a high price. So you must honor God with your body. 

John 15 New Living Translation (NLT) 

Jesus, the True Vine 

15 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every 
branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear 
fruit so they will produce even more. 3 You have already been pruned and purified by 
the message I have given you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch 
cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless 
you remain in me. 

5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, 
will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not 
remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are 
gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8 When you produce 
much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father. 

Ephesians 5 

25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave 
up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s 
word. 27 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or 
wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault.  

 
How do we make a sacrifice? 

 

Romans 12 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies 
to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the 
kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t copy the 
behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is 
good and pleasing and perfect. 
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Prayer of a broken spirit 

Psalm 51 

For the choir director: A psalm of David, regarding the time Nathan the prophet came to 
him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    because of your unfailing love. 
Because of your great compassion, 
    blot out the stain of my sins. 
2 Wash me clean from my guilt. 
    Purify me from my sin. 
3 For I recognize my rebellion; 
    it haunts me day and night. 
4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; 
    I have done what is evil in your sight. 
You will be proved right in what you say, 
    and your judgment against me is just. 
5 For I was born a sinner— 
    yes, from the moment my mother conceived me. 
6 But you desire honesty from the womb, 
    teaching me wisdom even there. 
7 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Oh, give me back my joy again; 
    you have broken me— 
    now let me rejoice. 
9 Don’t keep looking at my sins. 
    Remove the stain of my guilt. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
    Renew a loyal spirit within me. 
11 Do not banish me from your presence, 
    and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and make me willing to obey you. 
13 Then I will teach your ways to rebels, 
    and they will return to you. 
14 Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves; 
    then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness. 
15 Unseal my lips, O Lord, 
    that my mouth may praise you. 
16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. 
    You do not want a burnt offering. 
17 The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. 
    You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God. 
18 Look with favor on Zion and help her; 
    rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
19 Then you will be pleased with sacrifices offered in the right spirit— 
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    with burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings. 
    Then bulls will again be sacrificed on your altar. 

 

Personal Purification 

James 4 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from 
the evil desires at war within you? 2 You want what you don’t have, so you scheme 
and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so you 
fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want 
because you don’t ask God for it. 3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it because 
your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. 

4 You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy 
of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an 
enemy of God. 5 Do you think the Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is 
passionate that the spirit he has placed within us should be faithful to him. 6 And he 
gives grace generously. As the Scriptures say, 

“God opposes the proud 

    but gives grace to the humble.” 

7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.8 Come 
close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify 
your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. 9 Let there be 
tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be 
sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy.10 Humble yourselves before the 
Lord, and he will lift you up in honor. 
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