Are you putting God first?

Super Saturday Jesus Rally
October 3rd, 2015
Agenda
1. Record the call
2. Introductions
3. Songs -
a. Good to me
b. Blessed Assurance
c. What a Friend We Have in Jesus
4. Prayer
5. Welcome
a. Who I am and what is the Bible Team (see previous call)
6. Study - Are you putting God first?
a. Discussion of the topic- What does putting God first look like?
b. In what ways should we put Him first:
i.  With our time
ii.  With our money
iii.  With our relationships
iv.  With our possessions
v.  With our cares and worries
c. Whatitisn't
i. It's not a one time deal but a daily effort

Putting things into perspective:
Genesis 1: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 2: 7 Then the Loro God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the
breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.

Psalm 139

For the choir director: A psalm of David.

1 O Lorp, you have examined my heart
and know everything about me.
2 You know when I sit down or stand up.
You know my thoughts even when I'm far away.
3 You see me when I travel
and when I rest at home.
You know everything I do.
4 You know what I am going to say
even before I say it, Lorb.
5 You go before me and follow me.
You place your hand of blessing on my head.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,

too great for me to understand!



7 I can never escape from your Spirit!
I can never get away from your presence!
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there;
if I go down to the grave you are there.
9 If I ride the wings of the morning,
if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
10 even there your hand will guide me,
and your strength will support me.
11 I could ask the darkness to hide me
and the light around me to become night—
12 but even in darkness I cannot hide from you.
To you the night shines as bright as day.
Darkness and light are the same to you.
13 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body
and knit me together in my mother’'s womb.
14 Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!
Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.
15 You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion,
as I was woven together in the dark of the womb.
16 You saw me before I was born.
Every day of my life was recorded in your book.
Every moment was laid out
before a single day had passed.
17 How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.
They cannot be numbered!
18 I can’t even count them;
they outnumber the grains of sand!
And when I wake up,
you are still with me!

Psalm 103: 13 The Lorp is like a father to his children,
tender and compassionate to those who fear him.
14 For he knows how weak we are;
he remembers we are only dust.
15 Our days on earth are like grass;
like wildflowers, we bloom and die.
16 The wind blows, and we are gone—
as though we had never been here.
17 But the love of the Lorp remains forever
with those who fear him.
His salvation extends to the children’s children
18 of those who are faithful to his covenant,
of those who obey his commandments!

John 15: 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them,
will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.

Who are we that God might care for us?



A personal lesson God gave me through the book of Haggai
Haggai 1

1 On August 29 of the second year of King Darius’s reign, the Lorp gave a message through the
prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Jeshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest.

2 "This is what the Lorp of Heaven’s Armies says: The people are saying, ‘The time has not yet
come to rebuild the house of the Lorp.”

3 Then the Lorp sent this message through the prophet Haggai: 4 "Why are you living in
luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins? 5 This is what the Lorpo of Heaven’s Armies says:
Look at what’s happening to you! 6 You have planted much but harvest little. You eat but are
not satisfied. You drink but are still thirsty. You put on clothes but cannot keep warm. Your
wages disappear as though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes!

7 "This is what the Lorp of Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to you! 8 Now go up
into the hills, bring down timber, and rebuild my house. Then I will take pleasure in it and be
honored, says the Lorp. 9 You hoped for rich harvests, but they were poor. And when you
brought your harvest home, I blew it away. Why? Because my house lies in ruins, says the Lorp
of Heaven’s Armies, while all of you are busy building your own fine houses. 10 It’s because of
you that the heavens withhold the dew and the earth produces no crops.11 I have called for a
drought on your fields and hills—a drought to wither the grain and grapes and olive trees and all
your other crops, a drought to starve you and your livestock and to ruin everything you have
worked so hard to get.”

Obedience to God’s Call

12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the
whole remnant of God’s people began to obey the message from the Lorp their God. When they
heard the words of the prophet Haggai, whom the Lorp their God had sent, the people feared the
Lorp. 13 Then Haggai, the Lorp’s messenger, gave the people this message from the Lorp: "I am
with you, says the Lorp!”

14 So the Lorp sparked the enthusiasm of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and
the enthusiasm of Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the enthusiasm of the whole

remnant of God’s people. They began to work on the house of their God, the Lorp of Heaven'’s
Armies, 15 on September 21 of the second year of King Darius’s reign.



What are we to put first?

Matthew 28: 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, "I have been given all authority in heaven
and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the
age.”

Luke 2: 41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival.42 When Jesus
was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual.43 After the celebration was over, they
started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at
first, 44 because they assumed he was among the other travelers. But when he didn’t show up
that evening, they started looking for him among their relatives and friends.

45 When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him there. 46 Three
days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the religious teachers,
listening to them and asking questions. 47 All who heard him were amazed at his understanding
and his answers.

48 His parents didn't know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to him, “why have you done
this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for you everywhere.”

49 “But why did you need to search?” he asked. “"Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” 50 But they didn’t understand what he meant.

51 Then he returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. And his mother stored all
these things in her heart.

52 Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the people.

Matthew 6: 31 “"So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we
drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your
heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else,
and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.

34 “So don't worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is
enough for today.

Philippians 4: 6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you
need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds
anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ
Jesus.



It's all about priorities and faith.

Luke 10: 25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this
question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 Jesus replied, "“What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?”

27 The man answered, “You must love the Lorp your God with all your heart, all your soul, all

your strength, and all your mind.” And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””
28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”
... (How can we love someone without knowing them?)

38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to a certain

village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 Her sister, Mary, sat at
the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught.40 But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she
was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn't it seem unfair to you that my sister

just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.”

41 But the Lord said to her, "My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details!
42 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not

be taken away from her.”

Getting practical: What daily/regular activities should one do to put God first in their
life?

1. Reading the Word
2. Praying
3. Fellowship



